BISMARCK

changed among themselves, and how, by imparting them to
me, they even sought now and then to win me over to their
side. The aim specified in these as that which Prussia
should strive as the champion of Europe to attain, was the
partition of Russia by the forfeiture of the Baltic prov-
inces, including St. Petersburg, to Prussia and Sweden, the
loss of the entire territory of the Republic of Poland in its
widest extent, and the disintegration of the remainder by
a division between Great and Little Russians, regardless
of the fact that the greater part of Little Russia had once
formed a part of the Polish territory when at its largest.
In justification of this programme the theory of Baron von
Haxthausen-Abbenburg ('Studies of the Internal Econ-
omy of Russia, the Life of the People, and, in particu-
lar, the Agrarian Institutions') was made use of; namely,
that the three zones with their mutually supplementing
products could not fail to secure predominance in Europe
to the hundred millions of Russians provided they re-
mained united.

From this theory grew the corollary that the natural
bond between us and England should be developed, to-
gether with dark insinuations that if Prussia with her army
served England against Russia, England on her side would
further Prussian policy in the sense of what was then called
the ' Gotha' policy. It was positively predicted that,
aided by the alleged public opinion of the English peo-
ple, in union now with Prince Albert, who gave the King
and the Prince of Prussia uninvited lectures, now with
Lord Palmerston, who in November 1851, in a speech to
a deputation of suburban radicals, had described England
as the ' judicious bottle-holder' of every nation that was
fighting for its freedom, and later had Prince Albert de-
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